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A Letter from the Superintendent ...

December is a busy time of year; we rush around trying to get everything prepared for
Christmas—ordering the turkey, buying presents, checking if we have enough second-class
stamps. The town centre is packed every time we go now but the decorations and the lights are

worth seeing.

But beyond the glitter and the hustle and bustle, we should take time to reflect on what
Christmas is really about—the birth of a baby. If it wasn’t for the baby in the manger, this time
of year would be just a mid-winter festival, cheering us up for a while but, once it was over,

sending us back into the cold and the dark.

The real Christmas is a timeless festival: we celebrate the birth of a baby who was hailed as
King of the Jews, but whose kingdom now stretches over the whole world. The tiny baby we see
in the manger is the Son of God; he is God with a human face. We remember that when God was

seen on earth he chose to be like Jesus.

His birth—in a stable because there was no room in the inn—did not go unnoticed. Hosts of
angels took the message to a group of shepherds, who rushed into the night to take their
greetings. They weren’t religious people but they recognised how important this event was.
Stargazers in the east picked up the message in the sky, and their learning and their science
brought them, too, to Bethlehem. They brought with them presents as tokens of their countries’

allegiance to the child.

Enjoy your parties this Christmas, send your greetings and exchange your gifts, and please,
spare a thought for the child who became a man and began to change the world.

May | offer you every blessing for this Christmas season and many more to come.

Jowv
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Woodley Methodist Church

Our Christmas Fair took place on Saturday 15t

November. It was a great success and enjoyed by
all!

Windlehurst Methodist Church

Active at Windlehurst have been supporting Wood Street Mission’s Christmas Appeal and are
delighted with the response! The Mission requested new, unwrapped gifts for children they

support aged from birth to sixteen years old.

Using our funds each member chose the age of the child they would like to support and

appropriate gifts were bought.

Active then acted as a collection hub for gifts from people who attend our church and the
appeal was extended to the local community including High Lane Village WI. The response has

been amazing with local residents handing gifts in every Thursday for the last three weeks.

On Thursday 4th Dec. the man in the van from the Mission is collecting all the gifts. These will
then be sorted and displayed at the Mission and carers will be able to choose three gifts per
child, one large, one medium and a small. Everyone at Active is very keen to support this
excellent charity which improves the lives of children living in poverty.
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Marple Methodist Church

This Advent, we are taking part in a live interactive Advent experience called the Journey to
Bethlehem Eco Community Challenge. Throughout Advent we will be looking for Jesus in the
everyday places, with a daily mini Jesus appearing in a different local place around the

community, each linked to a simple environmental challenge for the day.

People are invited to journey with us through Advent in whatever way they wish, walking,
wheeling, cycling, crawling, running, and to log their steps and miles as we aim together to

cover the 90-mile journey that Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem.

If you are not local to Marple, you are still very welcome to take part by logging your movement
from wherever you are and following our daily journey online.
Updates, reflections and the journey progress will be shared on our Facebook page:

Marple Methodist Church

Everyone is welcome to follow along, take part, and journey with us through Advent.

Dialstone Lane Methodist Church

ol ot

Toin CLs Ao We have a monthly afternoon service at 4.30pm on
WORSHIP the third Sunday of the month and would love to
On welcome more people along to it. If you appreciate a

SUNDAY EVENING at
Dialstone Lane Methodist Church

on the THIRD SUNDAY
of each month we feel we have an additional offering. Do come and

quieter service, away from the bustle and business

that can sometimes surround our morning services,

at 4.30 pm see what you think.

Experience God’s peace and presence
together with our smaller afternoon congregation

EVERYONE WELCOME
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2025

Fomiley Methodist Church

21" December 10.45am - Carol Service

24" December 11.30pm - Midnight
Communian

Windlzhurst Methodist Church

21 December 10.30am - Active Carol Service

Edgeley Community Church

217 December 10.43am - Carol Service

Hazel Grove Methodist Church

24" December 4pm — Christingle

Marple Methodist Church

217 December Gpm - Carol Service

22 December 7pm - Blue Christmas Service

The Ridge Methodist Church

7th December 3pm - Light and Soul Party

4dpm - Carol Service

Heaton Mersey Methodist Church

30" November 2-dpm - "Stepping into
Christmas”™ Christingle Event.

14" December 10.45am — Mativity

217 December 10.43am — Carol Service

Heaton Moor United Church

7 December Gpm - Christingle

13" December Bpm - Community Choir Concert
& Carol Service

14 December 10.453am - Mativity

20" December 2pm - Heaton Churches Partnership - Carols outside the Moor Top

Dialstone Lane Methodist Church

1% December 1pm — Mencap Christmas
Service

14" December 10.45am — Christmas Songs of
Praise

217" December 4.30pm — Carol Service
247 December 11pm — Midnight Communion

Tiviot Dale Methodist Church

11" December from 2pm — Christmas Dinner
@Cafe

16th December, 11.15 am - Christmas thought
service

18" December, 1.30 pm - Christmas service,
with the option of staying for Christmas dinner!

23" December, 11.13 am - Christmas service

Davenport Methodist Church

14" December 10.45am - Carol Service

24" December 3pm - Christingle

Woodley Methodist Church

st December 2pm— Christingle

dpm - Carol Service
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Hong Kong Fellowship

The Seeds Have Sown and Grown

We are sorry for the closure of Edgeley Community Church. We wish the congregation well and hope they

find their new church soon.

Looking back on my ministry and the establishment of the Hong Kong Fellowship, | am thankful for all the

support from the church, the Circuit and Caleb of the District.

Between 2017 to 2023, | was the lay worker at Edgeley Community Church. Firstly, | developed children
and family, including Messy Church, Family Space, and holiday activities. Even during Covid lockdown, we
carried on with craft bags delivery, outdoor activities, picnic in the park, Mother@ Day flowers giving

outside the church... we never forgot our church families and the community.

In 2023, with the blessing from the church, we set up the Hong Kong Fellowship in response to the needs
of the newly arrivals. We received grants from the District and the Circuit. It enabled us to employ a 6
hour a week coordinator. We have monthly gathering, a light lunch followed by a worship. Monthly social
events are very popular, activities vary from bowling, film screening, drama shows to dim sum and
Sunday roast. Weekly English Workshop helps people to improve their English language skills, enhancing

integration. Some of the members also attended the Sunday morning service.

With additional funding from Regional Strategic Migration Partnership, we delivered three mini festivals,

12 arts and cultural activities at the church and other venues. Hundreds of people attended our events.

Volunteers from the Fellowship helped the church with Family Space, Messy Church, Spring Fair and
other events. We encouraged the Hong Kong community to integrate into British society as well as

widening the horizons of the church.

With the development of the Fellowship, many of our members also helped St Mary’s Church to start and

develop their Cantonese congregation. Some of them have become leaders of both churches.

The seeds have sown. We have seen them grow in Edgeley and Stockport. Not just within the Fellowship
but across the community. Sometimes when | have bumped into some of the church families, they told

me how much they appreciated the love of the church throughout the years.

The congregation at Edgeley Community Church has done all they can. It is time to let go and pass on the

baton to others.
May God bless you all
Mei Yuk

Hong Kong Fellowship Coordinator
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Joining a Journey of Sound and Care

This October, several members of the Hong Kong Fellowship took part in the “Decolonial
Cleaning” workshop—an inspiring project produced by Future Everything and led by
interdisciplinary artist Maya Chowdhry in Stockport. Through a series of sound-based sessions—
including sound walking, field recording, and biodata sonification—we explored new ways of
listening to the land, transforming the natural signals of living organisms into sound, and

reflecting on our shared care for creation.

Everyone really enjoyed the experience and left with a deeper appreciation of the environment
and how we can care for it in new ways. It was a wonderful opportunity to learn, connect, and

contribute to a project that celebrates both community and the environment.

The launch of the final piece of artwork will be in February next year.
Ada

Tiviot Dale Methodist Church

Tuesday volunteers needed in the Town Centre.

As part of the Town Centre ministry in Stockport we hold a café on Thursday afternoons. It is
widely known to support some of the most vulnerable in the area, people living local to the
town centre and people coming in on public transport. This is a wonderful café that is a safe
place where powerful conversations and life journeys are shared and people make new friends

and get support or signposting.

Learning from the success of this, we are opening a similar café on Tuesday afternoons. The
Thursday team are keen to support this, but it would be good to have some new volunteers to

boost this provision.

Are you a good listener? Do you want to make some new
friends? Do you want to get involved in town centre ministry?
Do you want to find out more?

If you are answering yes to any of these questions then please
contact Deacon Janet. We would be very grateful for your

support.
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UPCOMING EVENTS FROM AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Circuit

Circuit Prayer Day - Heaton Moor United Church - Saturday 10 January

We are designating 2026 a Circuit Year of Prayer. Throughout 2026, we will be focusing our
circuit’s prayers month by month on each church in turn, listening to what each congregation
most wishes to be prayed for and upholding one another in love and faith.

On Saturday 10 January, we will be gathering at Heaton Moor United Church for a day of prayer
from 10am to 4pm. Throughout the day, the church will be filled with creative prayer stations,
one designed and created by each of our circuit churches. These prayer stations will offer
people space to reflect, pray, and engage with God in different ways.

You are invited to pop in to pray anytime between
10am and 4pm. There will be people there to
welcome you and refreshments available.

We hope this opening day will be a creative,
prayerful, and unifying experience for us all, a
visible sign of our shared calling to pray with and

for one another as a circuit.
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Romiley Methodist Church

SOUP & TURKEY ROLL LUNCH, SATURDAY 13th
DECEMBER

Our annual beanfeast runs from 12 noon till 1.30 in
the Schoolroom building, where you will have a
choice of 3 home-made soups, followed by a turkey
roll (white or brown, cranberry sauce available,
cheese option if you don’t eat meat), a cup of tea or
coffee, and a chocolate biscuit. Entry is by donation
at the door, with proceeds going to Christian Aid and
our Church’s mission work. A1 | wel c ome!
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE, Thursday 18" December,
7 p.m.

This quiet, reflective Service, led by Kathryn Price, is
particularly for those who would like a peaceful place
amongst the hustle of the season, or for whom

Christmas brings difficult or mixed emotions.

Heaton Moor United Church

We would love you to join us for

U Celtic Chuistmas Celebration —

Have You

Heard?

By Joe Raney
Sung by United Christian Singers

Led by Anne Wilde.
Including favourite carols for everyone.

A FRCE event at \
Heaton Moor United Church,
On Saturday, DECEMBER 6™ at 6pm

Donations for the Church Charities.

2 How THE @

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 2025

A time of hope and reflection for all
who would like a quiet space amongst the
bustle or for whom this festive season brings

difficult or mixed emotions.
Hanging Stars Vector Art,
Icons, and Graphics for Free
Download

' ﬁ\’urisdray ‘i8 Decémbrer at 7p;n |
‘ Romiley Methodist Church

We look forward to seeing you.

GRINCH

Na CTolE
THE CHRISTMGLE

Sunday
7" December
at17:00

-
' ’

-
All are welcome to join us for our
Chritingle service this year where we will

find out what happened when The Grinch
came to Heaton Moor United Church!
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Woodley Methodist Church

On Sunday December 215, join us for our Funday Sunday Christingle and Nativity at 2.00pm,
stay for festive refreshments at 3.00pm and then round off the afternoon at our traditional

Carol service at 4.00pm. All welcome.

The Ridge Methodist Church

; =" N\ = J 7
i A AR
The Ridge Church

Invites you and your family
to a Christmas Celebration .
and Carol Service on :
7" December —
The Christmas Celebration i

A,
g

Is at 3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 20

Where we will have fun making Christingles and
other Christmas activities

Followed by a

Carol Service at 4.00 p.m.

Everyone is welcome to one or both events

L

% 11\
= N
TN

S 11111\
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES FROM AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Hazel Grove Methodist Church

Ladies’ Fellowship
The Ladies’ Fellowship meets on alternate Thursday afternoons in the church building from 2pm
- 4pm. Old and new members welcome. Come along and enjoy fellowship and fun and, of

course, a cuppa!

Knit and Natter
@ Q;A Knit and Natter meets on alternate Wednesdays at 10.00am in the coffee
lounge. Everyone is very welcome - to knit, to natter and enjoy a cuppa. The
Group Knits all kinds of things, knee blankets for local care homes, hats for premature babies,
vests for newborns abroad, Easter chicks for Francis House - anything for wherever there’s a

need.

Chatty Café
A joint venture with the United Reformed Church at the URC’s Short Street Site - providing a
warm space each Wednesday from 10.00am - noon with tea/coffee and light snacks - toast,

teacakes etc for the local community and anyone who would like to call

in for a brew and a chat.

Dialstone Lane Methodist Church

Dialietots takes place on Mondays during termtime from 9.30 -11.30am.
Come along with your baby or toddler for time to play, enjoy a brew and some toast and finish
with a singsong to kick the week off. No need to book. Just come round to the back of the

church building for access.
3Ms (the Monthly Monday Meeting) is held on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.

A social group which starts with a short quiz, has a speaker or other activity and finishes with

refreshments. Open to all.
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Davenport Methodist Church

Craft Club

1st Wednesday of every month 14.00 - 16.00.

K

N £3.00 per session includes refreshments.
An opportunity to learn a new skill or share a skill you already have.

Come along to a session to find out more.

Thursday Drop In

Every Thursday 2pm - 4pm.

Come along and share in refreshments and a chat, plus sometimes this includes a quiz.
This is more for fun than competition, as anyone can shout out the answers.

We are having a few more people dropping in which is lovely and very encouraging.

Everyone is welcome to join us!

Prayer Meeting

Every first Sunday of the month at 10:00am for 15 minutes. All are welcome to join us.

Heaton Moor United Church

Dementia Friendly Dementia Friendly Heatons takes place every Friday

Heatons # (except August and Christmas!) from 13:30 until 15:30

The group is for those with a dementia diagnosis and their carers. We aim to promote a
dementia-friendly community by providing a safe, comfortable, and supportive environment
that enables friendly social interaction in a relaxed atmosphere. We are a musical group who
enjoy singing and dancing and have a weekly chair exercise class.

If you would like more information on the group please contact JoAnne on 07340 269 354 or

dementiafriendlyheatons@gmail.com

Monday Fellowship - fortnightly gatherings of fun and fellowship Monday evenings from 19:45.

See www.heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk calendar for next date.
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Edgeley Community Church

Craft group (bring your own)
Monday 1-3pm - £3 drink & biscuits

_ B

chatty cafe D Cafe
@

Every Tuesday
10am - Ipm

Every Friday
10am - Ipm

Serving hot drinks
and snacks.
All welcome!

Serving hot drinks
and snacks.
All welcome!

Please enter via Old
Chapel Street

Please enter via Old
Chapel Street

\l

Heaton Mersey Methodist Church

Tuesday afternoon Fellowship
We have a small group who meet every Tuesday afternoon between 2pm

and 3pm for Bible study and discussion, followed by a time of prayer from

3.10pm. The group is open to everyone who would like to take part.

Chatterbox and Craft
Chatterbox and Craft meets every Monday (except Bank Holidays). Drop in any time between 1
and 3pm to knit, sew, paint, draw, play music or whatever you would normally do at home

alone. Or just come along for a good chat.

Monthly Communion

This thirty-minute communion service is a lovely December 19th 2 pm

Tea & Coffee available after the service
and is followed by refreshments and time to chat. if you wish to stay for a chat.

opportunity to meet for a short thoughtful service
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Windlehurst Methodist Church

Active at Windlehurst, a dedicated group for people with learning disabilities. Local history,
drama, healthy eating and exercise.
Meet during term time every Thursday from 9:00 - 15:00, for more information contact Val

Rowlands.

CAMEOS (Come And Meet Each Other & Sing)
Friendship, refreshments and a jolly good sing! All are welcome. We meet the first Wednesday

of every month from 13:45 for a prompt start at 14:00.

Romiley Methodist Church

OUR NEXT SATURDAY FILM PRESENTATION is on SATURDAY, 6t
DECEMBER 2025 starting at 2.00 p.m., when we are showing

the 2004 American animated fantasy family-adventure film “THE A
POLAR EXPRESS,” starring Tom Hanks in multiple roles.

Set on Christmas Eve in Grand Rapids, it tells the story of a boy who is

beginning to have doubts about his belief in Santa Claus. The Polar Express, a magical
train on its way to the North Pole, stops outside his house, and the Conductor invites him
aboard. He accepts and thus starts on an exciting adventure in a memorable ride to the North
Pole, encountering some special people and learning on the way about the values of friendship
and bravery, and about the spirit of Christmas. “The Polar Express” is a film for young and old
alike - Tom Hanks optioned the story after reading the original children’s book by Chris Van
Allsburg to his children and hoped to play the Conductor and Santa Claus (he actually plays six

roles in the film!) Entry by donation, with tea and cakes in the interval!

OurJanuar yfilw@idbe “Paddi ngt of-Satardal % January at 2 p.m. - bring

your grandchildren!

PR .

‘;\g;{, “Music for Pleasure” on Thursday 18t December is at 2 p.m. in the Church, when

"’f,f * The Stockport Male Voice Choir will present a Concert of Christmas Music, followed by

X 7 S
A

refreshments. Entry by donation, and all welcome!
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Woodley Methodist Church

Thrift shop and café OPEN WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS 9.30am to 12.00 Noon

95% OF OUR STOCK IS BETWEEN 50p and £3, MOST OF OUR CLOTHES ARE £3 or two for £5

Come and pay us a visit, we have bargain’s galore, probably the cheapest charity shop in the
area and we only sell good quality clean goods. AND you can visit our excellent cafe for drinks
and snacks for which donations are gratefully accepted. ALL donations from the cafe are
donated to local and national charities.

Bargains for all, come and have a browse!

Please Note: The last Thrift Shop and Café for this year will be on Saturday 20t December. They

will reopen again on Saturday 3" January.

Foncay Wendays

Woodley Methodist Church invites you to our monthly fun times exploring seasonal topics and
bible stories.

These are open for all ages from the very young to the not so very young - all are welcome.
There will be a time to meet people, have a snack and a drink, to play, to chat, and to craft, all
with the topic in mind.

There is no charge for these events - we would just love you to come and join us.

Musical Memories are a group who have always loved playing music and
singing together. We started Musical Memories in order to create social singing

sessions to help bring people of all ages together for the simple pleasure of

singing, talking, remembering and enjoying each others company - not to
mention the cuppa and biscuits!
Studies into singing sessions for older people have shown that singing together can boost levels
of immunity, reduce stress, and improve mood and memory leading to a positive impact on

overall health and well-being 5 "
s G

We meet on the last Friday of the month 2-4pm in the Church Hall and we
“Welcome those with or without Dementia”

Please Note: There will be no meeting in December

If you would like to join us or know more about the group please go to the
Woodley Methodist Church Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/WoodleyMethodists or
telephone Phil on 0161 430 8518
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Marple Methodist Church

The Seed Community Cafe is open every Thursday morning and Friday afternoon.
Opening times are-

Thursday - 10am to 1pm

Friday - 1.30pm to 5pm

Teas, coffees, toast, tea cakes, soup.

Lydia’s Place - craft group every other Thursday
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EXTERNAL NEWS

a N<RTH WEST ENGLAND 'he District has a weekly newsletter which you can
q METHODIST DISTRICT sign up to via the District website.

The District website is now live and can be accessed at https://nwedmethodists.org.uk.

Events from across the District
‘g NSRTH WEST ENGLAND
| METHODIST DISTRICT
District Online Worshi Thrd Week of Advert & - -

P % District

| A Online
| Worship

Liverpool Plus will be preaching. Sunday 14th December at
6.30pm

Our next Online Worship is taking place on

Sunday 14th December at 6.30pm.

Revd Caroline Ainger, Mission Area Lead for

Third Sunday in Advent

For the zoom code (which remains the same), D 6 maend Suna, of svory
. . with Revd Caroline Ainger, Mission month.yFort ;t]he Zoom c?de (whic,I

please email prayer@nwedmethodists.org.uk Area Lead for Liverpool Plus e e
. preaching. or direct mess'.':age Lé)s Orl:

or direct message us on Facebook. aceboo

Learning Network

Encounter 2026

a Methodist exploration of
discipleship & vocation

Ever wondered what God is calling you to?
Would you like to have a greater impact as a Christian disciple?

Make 2026 the year in which you join
with others to explore your gifts and faith

"Encounter was i W0 4

a transformative Encounter is... ! (|
journey, offering aplace to deepen your awareness of God
meaningful insights an opportunity to reflect on your faith journey

into ministry pathways a supportive small group environment .0
within Methodism and for sharing and learning together Y
:::’:ng:::eﬂ?em starts February 2026 ~

ends November 2026

within this community."
Taster sessions in January 2026

Munawar, Thursday 15th, Monday 19th,
Encounter 2024 Tuesday 27th all @7pm

Find out more and
book your taster session

methodist.org.uk/encounter
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